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low-pressure area is the result. There is a tendency for the low
pressure to be particularly marked over southern Russia, and
towards this area the rain-bearing winds from the Atlantic blow,
and result in the light spring rain of the steppelands of south-
eastern Europe. Most of central and eastern Europe thus have
the greater part of their rain, that is to say, more than half their

annual amount, in the summer half of the year rather than in the

The south-westerly winds do not blow steadily, but travel
across the continent rather.as a succession .of cyclones and anti-
cyclones, which characterize the whole of the westerly wind belt.
Thus the rainfall of Europe brought by these winds is partly
orographica.1, partly cyclonic in its origin; with the result that,